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Council  Offices, 
WIGTON. 

June,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Wigton  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  district  for  1953* 

The  vital  statistics  are  satisfactory. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  17.64?  slightly  less  than  the  1952  figure 
of  18. S3.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15*5. 

The  Death  Rate  of  12.94  is  higher  than  the  figure  for  the 
previous  year  which  was  11.86.  The  Death  Rate  for  the  whole 
Country  is  11.4. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  at  21.78  is  very  pleasing.  The 
rate  last  year  was  22*37*  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  26.8. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  is  again  Nil*  It  is  now  four  years 
since  a  Maternal  death  has  been  recorded  in  the  Wigton  Rural 
District* .. 


Infectious  Diseases.  I  have  given  details  of  the  cases  of 
Poliomyelitis  in  the  body  of  the  report.  The  outbreak  seems  to 
have  been  connected  with  the  occurance  of  the  disease  in  Carlisle. 

Last  year  I  said  our  two  most  urgent  problems  were  the 
provision  of  an  adequate  and  safe  water  supply  for  Wigton  and  the 
Eastern  parishes  and  a  sewage  disposal  works  for  Wigton. 

I  think  we  are  nearer  a  solution  to  these  problems  than  we 
were  this  time  last  year. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  and  my  colleagues 
on  the  staff  for  their  continued  support. 

Mr.  Parrington  has  already  left  Wigton  and  Mr.  Pearson  leaves 
at  the  end  of  the  month. 

I  hope  they  both  do  well  in  their  new  appointments. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  SPEDDING  JONES 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS ; 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
Registrar-General*  s  est iraate 
Population  at  Census  of  1931 
"  "  "  ,f  1951 


•  •  • 

of  Resid  ent 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1953) 
to  Rate  Books  .*♦  ♦.* 

Rateable  Value  •  »«  M, 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ««, 


« *  • 

Population 

•  •  • 

# »  * 

according 

*  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 


138*620 

23,410 

22,058 

23,733 


7,036 

£126,435 


£479 


POPULATION; 

The  Registrar-General' s  estimate  of  resident  population  for 
1953  of  23,410  shows  a  decrease  of  100  on  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  population  for  the 
last  ten  years; 


Year:  Registrar-General's 

estimated  population: 


1944 

22,020 

Civilian  Population 

1945 

21 j 660 

u 

If 

1946 

22,260 

n 

tl 

1947 

22,460 

t» 

ft 

1948 

22,920 

tt 

?f 

1949 

24,090 

Civilian  &  Service  population 

1950 

24,160 

ti 

* 

If  * 

1951 

23,760 

if 

U 

ft 

1952 

23,510 

if 

tf 

t! 

1953 

23,410 

n 

tf 

tf 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  DISTRICT: 

LIVE  BIRTHS; 

Total 

Males 

Females . 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

399 

220  . 

179 

Illegitimate 

•  f  • 

§  i  • 

14 

6 

8 

Total  live  births  »•« 

•  it 

413 

226 

187 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000 

of  estimated 

resident  population 

-  17.64 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

•  #  • 

•  • « 

*p* 

- 

Total  still  births  . » « 

*  • « 

8 

3 

5 

RATE  PER  1,000  (live 

and  still  births) 

-  19.00 

• 

DEATHS 

All  causes 

•  #  • 

•  •  • 

303 

155 

148 

DEATH  RATE  PER*  1*000  of  estimated  population  -  12*94 


—  3  — 


•  •  • 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  . 
Deaths  from  other  Maternal  Causes 


*  *  • 


nil 

nil 


DEATH  RATE  _0F  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AG-E . 

All  infants  per  1*000  live  births  .  •••  21.78 
Legitimate  infants  per  1*000  legitimate  live  births  20.30 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1*000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 


DEATHS 

u 

if 


from  Cancer  (all  ages')  ...  ... 

55  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age),.. 


•  •  • 
*  *  # 
•  •  * 
•  •  • 


36 

ml 

nil 

nil 


According  to  the  Registrar 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
death  are  given  in  the  following 

General 
of  age 

table: 

1 s  figures  there  were  nine 
during  1953.  The  causes  of 

Under 

1  hr . 

1-24 

hours 

2-4 

Weeks 

4 

months . 

Total 

Congenital  Kidney  Defect 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Abnormalities. 

1 

- 

tMi 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  » . * 

- 

- 

1 

M 

1 

Cephalocele.  ... 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Ac.  Upper  Respiratory 

infection 

tea** 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

i 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Intra  Cranial  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Spina  Bifida  „  . . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Prematurity.  « * , 

- 

1 

tmH 

1 

Total  ... 

2 

2 

4 

1 

9 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

ENGLAND 

AND  WALES 

»  AS  A 

WHOLE  /HID  CERTAIN  GROUPS  IN 

THE 

C  QUNTY 

01’  CUMBERLAND  FOR 

THE  YEAR 

19532 

Crude  Infantile 

Birth 

Death  Mortality 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

England  and  Wales  ••• 

... 

15,5 

11.4 

26  •  8 

Administrative  County  of  Cumberland 

16.7 

11.9 

27 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  (including 

Boroughs  of  Workington  and 

Whitehaven ) 

17.5 

11.8 

30 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

16.2 

11.9 

24 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OP  WIG-TON 

•  *  * 

17.64 

12.94 

21.78 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  rate*  death  rate  and  infantile 
mortality  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  during  the  past  ten 
years: 


Year: 

Birth 

Rate: 

Death 

Rate: 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate: 

1944 

19.3 

12.3 

44 

1945 

19.7 

12.5 

46 

1946 

18.2 

12.2 

24.6 

1947 

22.3 

12.9 

40 

1943 

20.07 

11.86 

32.61 

1949 

18.43 

12*13 

37.65 

1950 

17.09 

lit  29 

24.21 

1951 

16 , 90 

13.47 

37.31 

1952 

18.63 

11.86 

22.37 

1953 

17.64 

12.94 

21.78 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY : 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  during  1953* 


The  following  table  gives  the  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  last 


ten  years: 

Year 

No.  of  births 
(live  and  still): 

Deaths : 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rate  per  1*000  live 
and  still  births: 

1944 

440 

nil 

nil 

1945 

437 

i 

2.28 

1946 

421 

1 

2.37 

1947 

515 

nil 

nil 

1948 

477 

nil 

nil 

1949 

433 

2 

4.61 

1950 

423 

nil 

nil 

1951 

414 

nil 

nil 

1952 

447 

nil 

nil 

1953 

413 

nil 

nil 

WATER ; 


I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  J.  R.  Watters,  the  Water  Engineer  for  the 
following  report; - 

SCHEDULE  OP  PARISH  WATER  SUPPLIES  -  YEAR  1953? 

— «B— I  II  HI  Ii*»—  wnn—B— «— mm  xaw>  '  — i  — -  I  I  ir  1  I  -  i  i  i  i  -  i  irg  imim  r  hmmi  nr  i  ■  i ihititi  ^mi  i  i  iif  nr-j  -  rmi  n  ir  ~l 


Parish 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Existing 

Population 

Estimated 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

Population 

Supplied 

Asp.atria 

1 , 004 

3,514 

1,004 

3,514 

Allhallows 

209 

731 

206 

720 

Allonby 

201 

703 

200 

699 

Aikton 

134 

469 

129 

452 

Boltons 

186 

651 

158 

553 

Bromf ield 

182 

637 

170 

594 

Bowness 

422 

1,478 

417 

1,460 

Caldbeck 

242 

847 

158 

552 

Dundraw 

50 

175 

49 

172 

Holme  St.  Cuthbert 

152 

532 

150 

525 

Holme  Abbey 

223 

780 

219 

767 

Holme  East  Waver 

88 

308 

84 

294 

Holme  Low 

114 

4oo 

113 

396 

Hayton 

66 

231 

65 

227 

Ireby 

171 

599 

126 

441 

Kirkbride 

136 

476 

135 

473 

Kirkbampton 

94 

329 

85 

297 

Silloth 

958 

3,353 

958 

3,353 

Sebergham 

110 

385 

97 

339 

Thursby 

243 

846 

240 

840 

Torp enhow 

175 

612 

164 

574 

Wigton 

1,297 

4,540 

1,295 

4,533 

Waverton 

105 

367 

93 

326 

Westward 

216 

756 

178 

624 

Woodside 

174 

609 

170 

595 

Westnewton. 

76 

266 

76 

266 

Total;- 

7,027 

24,594 

6,739 

23,586 

The  year  1953  differed  very  little  from  recent  years,  having 
produced  two  short  spells  of  warn  weather  in  March  and  June,  which 
were  sufficient  to  indicate  how  serious  is  the  supply  position. 

In  some  districts,  complaints  of  water  shortage  are  received  even 
in  winter  months,  due  to  lack  of  mains  capacity,  but  one  week  of 
dry,  warm  weather  precipitates  chaos  in  the  Eastern  Parishes,  as 
was  evidenced  in  June,  when  farms  in  Wiggonby  district  of  Aikton 
Parish  were  preparing  to  sell  off  their  dairy  herds,  rather  than 
waste  them  through  lack  of  water  supply® 
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These  Eastern  Parishes  depend  on  the  Townthwaite  Source,  wh ich, 
owing  to  low  rainfall  and  lack  of  snow  on  the  hills  above  the 
springs,  carries  no  underground  reserves  to  balance  a  short 
period  of  dry  weather,  and  no  local  augmentation  is  possible* 

An  unfortunate  feature  of  this,  and  other  spring  sources  in 
the  eastern  half  of  the  district,  is,  that  when  the  yield  of 
the  springs  is  low  in  dry  weather,  the  incidence  of  heavy  thunder 
rainfall  brings  down  large  quantities  of  mud,  which  indicates 
that  the  springs  are  liable  to  contamination  by  surface  drainage, 
and  the  water  is  unfit  for  drinking  for  several  days  afterwards* 

Such  conditions  occurred  in  July,  and  samples  of  water  from 
domestic  taps  were  taken,  and  sent  up  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
examination,  the  reports  on  which,  are  included  in  the  Medical 
Officers  Report* 

Details  of  these  very  unsat i sf actory  conditions  have  been  in  the 
files  of  the  Ministry  for  several  years,  alongside  my  Council’s 
proposals  for  their  remedy,  and  a  general  sense  of  frustration  is 
occasioned  by  the  long  continued  delay  in  allowing  the  remedy  to 
be  applied,  both  as  to  the  quantity  and  the  very  bad  quality  of 
water  which  is  available  in  a  large  area  of  this  district. 

(sgd.)  J.  R.  Watters 

Water  Engineer” 


The  following  are  copies  of  the  Analyst’s  reports  on  water 
samples  taken  in  July,  1953:- 

" Sample  No.  1  Aspatria  &  Silloth  Supply 

17th  July,  1953.  Raw  Water. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  37°  C.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  20/22°  C.  after  48  hours* 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  C* 
after  48  hours 

Clostridium  ¥/elchii  Test  @  44°  C* 


2  per  ml* 

3  per  ml* 


Positive  in  1  ml* 
3  large  colonies. 


(Prom  Filter  Works  before  treatment) 
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Sample  No,  2,  Aspatria  &  Silloth  Supply. 

15th  July,  1953*  After  Chlorination  &  filtration. 


Residual  Chlorine 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  37°  C.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
©  20/22°  C.  after  48  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  ©  37°  C. 
after  48  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


None 

0  per  ml* 

0  per  ml* 

Positive  in  3.00  ml 
Negative  in  90  ml. 

Negative. 


(Prom  Filter  Works  after  treatment) 


Sample  No.  3*  Ireby  &  District  Supply 

15th  July,  1953.  (untreated) 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  37°  C.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
©  2o/220  C.  after  48  hours 

Presumptive  B*  Coli  Test  @  37°  C. 
after  48  hours. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


0  per  ml. 

4  per  ml. 

Positive  in  30  ml. 
Negative. 


(Prom  tap  at  "The  Limes",  Ireby), 


Sample  No.  4. 
15th  July,  1953. 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
©  37°  8.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
©  20/22°  C.  after  48  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  C. 
after  48  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  ©  44°  C* 


Caldbeck  Supply, 
(untreated) 

345  per  ml* 

27  per  ml. 
Positive  in  1  ml. 

4  small  colonies. 


(Prom  tap  at  the  School  -  Caldbeck) 


Sample  No.  5®  Hesket-new-Market  Supply 

15th  July,  1953®  (untreated) 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@37  C.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  20/22°  Cl  after  48  hours. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  0. 
after  48  hours* 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


247  per  ml* 

118  per  ml. 

Positive  in  1  ml. 
121  small  colonies. 


(Prom  domestic  standpipe  in  Hosket  village). 


Sample  No.  6.  Townthwaite  Supply. 

15th  July,  1953®  (Raw  water) 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  37°  C.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  20/22°  C.  after  48  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  C. 
after  48  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


480  per  ml. 

398  per  ml. 

Positive  in  1  ml. 

70  small  and  26  minute 
colonies. 


(Prom  Intake  at  Rosley  Reservoir(bef ore  chlorination) 


Sample  No.  7*  Townthwaite  Supply 

15th  July,  1953*  (after  only  chlorination) 


Residual  Chlorine 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  37°  C.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  20/22°  G.  after  48  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  C. 
after  48  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


None. 

128  per  ml. 

226  per  ml. 
Positive  in  10  ml. 


Half  plate  black,  3 
small  and  3  minute 
colonies . 


(Prom  domestic  tap  at  Sandy  Brow  -  1  mile  from 
reservoir  -  after  chlorination). 
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Sample  No.  8*  .  Wigton  Town  Supply* 

15th  July}  1953i  (untreated) 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 

@  37°  0.  after  48  hours  49  per  ml* 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  20/22°  C.  after  48  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  C. 
after  48  hours. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


204  per  ml* 

Positive  in  1  ml. 

3  medium  and  35  small 
colonies . 


(Prom  junction  chamber  at  Bolton  Park,  where  three 
springs  converge  before  entering  the  trunk  main). 


Sample  No.  9«  Greenfoot  Supply. 

15th  July,  1953#  (Raw  Water) . 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  37°  0.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  20/22°  C.  after  48  hours. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  C. 
after  48  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


63  per  ml* 

416  per  ml. 

Positive  in  1  ml. 

1  small  and  83  minute 
colonies* 


(Prom  intake  at  Close  Reservoir  before  chlorination). 


Sample  No.  10.  Greenfoot  Supply 

15th  July,  1953#  (after  chlorination  only). 


Residual  Chlorine 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  37°  C.  after  48  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@  20/22°  C.  after  48  hours 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°  C* 
after  48  hours. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  44°  C. 


None. 

29  per  ml. 

215  per  ml. 
Positive  in  10  ml. 

Negative. 


(Prom  domestic  tap  at  Woodrow  -  2  miles  from 
Reservoir  -  after  chlorination). 
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Copies  of  these  reports  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & 

Local  Government. 

The  Chief  Officials  of  the  Ministry  were  very  concerned  about 
some  of  these  reports.  In  February ,  1954  a  small  deputation  from 
the  Council  visited  the  Ministry,  and  as  a  result  the  Ministry 
decided  to  allow  the  Council  to  accelerate  the  development  of  all 
stages  of  the  Council’s  major  scheme.  This  decision  was  arrived 
at  on  public  health  grounds. 

DRAINAGE  MD  SEWERAGE 2 

Wigton  Torn.  Sewerage  Scheme;  I  am  glad  to  report  that  at  last  a 
start  has  been  made  on  this  scheme.  I  understand  it  will  take 
some  two  years  before  completion. 

Wigton  Trade  Sewer:  This  sewer  has  not  been  put  into  use  as  yet. 

At  the  present  time  the  cast  iron  pipes  in  the  tunnel  at  Knowe 
Hill  are  being  replaced  by  acid  resisting  pipes.  At  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  these  works  the  scheme  should  be  in  operation. 

C-reenrow  Pumping  Stations  Last  year  I  reported  that  we  were 
awaiting  the  Consulting  Engineers’  Report  on  this  scheme.  This 
report  has  been  received  and  the  scheme  is  receiving  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

SCHOOL  SANITATION: 

During  the  year  waterborne  sanitation  was  installed  at  the 
following  schools: 

Caldbeck  Blencogo  Bromfield. 

The  following  schools  in  this  area  are  still  without  waterborne 
sanitation: - 

Aldoth,  Boltons,  Hayton,  Holme,  St.  Cuthberts,  Kirkbampton,  Oulton, 
Waverbridge,  Westward  and  Wiggonby. 

Biglands  and  Fingland  Schools  have  chemical  closets.  These  are 
not  very  satisfactory. 

The  County  Council  prepared  a  scheme  to  provide  Waterborne 
Sanitation  at  'Waverbridge  School,  but  later  abandoned  the  idea  and 
decided  on  closure.  I  understand  the  Minister  of  Education  re¬ 
fused  permission  to  close  the  school.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
the  County  Education  Authority  will  now  proceed  with  the  scheme. 

NUTRITUTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN: 

There  v/as  no  evidence  of  mal-nutrit ion  among  school  children  during 
the  year.  Of  the  children  examined  during  the  year  42.7  were 
found  to  be  above  average  nutrition,  57*0  were  found  to  have  normal 
nutrition  and  .3  were  found  to  be  slightly  below  normal. 

FOOD  POISONING: 

There  were  no  notifications  of  food  poisoning  during  1953« 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  -  SECTION  47 : 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ( AMENDMENT )  ACT ,  1961 : 

No  official  action  was  required  under  these  regulations,  but  one 
case  of  an  old  lady  from  Silloth  who  was  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  was  dealt  with  satisfactorily  without  resort  to 
statutory  powers. 


HOUSING-;; 


The  following  table 
1939 

shows 

the 

hous  es 

built 

in 

the 

area 

since 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

19 

m  „  -t-  0  n 

39 

40 

44  46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

1 0  tai 

Wigton 

257 

Brindlefield 

98 

Brackenlands 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

Kirkland  Avenue 

— 

— 

— 

42 

7 

... 

Western  Bank 

— 

46 

44 

Cross  Lane 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Aspatria 

** 

201 

Noble  Croft 

— 

57 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

North  View 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

60 

46 

8 

16 

Agricultural  Houses 

— 

•Mt* 

1  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  2 

Newton  Arlosh 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

West  Silloth 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

35 

— 

10 

56 

— 

26 

127 

Kirkbride  . , 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

18 

2 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Thursby 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

22 

— 

— 

— 

38 

Torpenhow  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Uldale 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Abbey town  .. 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

22 

32 

Allonby 

1  2 

6 

— 

- 

18 

Ireby 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

4 

— 

- 

— 

4 

Blennerhasset 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

6 

Hay ton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■— 

- 

2 

— 

2 

Drumburgh  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Westnewton. , 

2 

2 

Totals^ 

98 

57 

12 

14 

56 

50 

54  no  108 

68112 

739 

12 


During  the  year  1953  housing  estates  were  in  course  of  develop¬ 
ment  at 


Abbey  tom 

•  •  .  « 

•  • 

60 

hou 

Allonby 

•  •  . . 

•  # 

4 

u 

Aspatria 

.  *  .  . 

•  • 

18 

u 

West  Silloth 

.  .  .  . 

•  • 

28 

t? 

Wigton  (West 

ern  Bank) . . 

•  » 

96 

tl 

Westnewton 

f  •  o  • 

•  t 

2 

tl 

Aikton 

•  ♦  •  $ 

t  • 

h 

tl 

Drumburgh 

•  •  9  • 

#  t 

2 

tl 

Kirkbampton 

•  •  •  # 

*  • 

4 

it 

Flat chertown 

•  f  •  • 

•  * 

6 

tf 

Glasson 

•  #  »  • 

o  • 

4 

tt 

In  this  period  two  houses  at  Westnewto n*  two  at  Drumburgh* 
sixteen  at  Aspatria*  fortyfour  at  Western  Bank*  Wigton* 
twentytwo  at  Abbeytown  and  twentysix  at  West  Silloth  were 
completed  and  occupied. 

Building  licences  were  granted  to  private  developers  in  respect 
of  eighteen  houses*  and  eighteen  private  dwell inghouses  were 
completed  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  houses  at  the  end  of  1953  was  493 
as  compared  with  798  in  December*  1952.  The  reduction  in 
numbers  is  accounted  for  by  a  review/  of  housing  applications 
which  took  place  during  the  year*  and  of  course  the  normal 
rehousing  which  is  constantly  going  on. 


OVERCROWDING’ 


© 


The  following  comparative  table  shows  the  position  regarding 
overcrowding  throughout' the  area  : - 


Number  of  dwellings  over¬ 
crowded  at  the  end  of  the 

1947 

1948 

1 949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

year 

Number  of  new  cases  of 
overcrowding  reported 

85 

84 

53 

45 

58 

21 

26 

during  the  year 

Number  of  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  relieved  during 

28 

20 

13 

8 

27 

1 

13 

the  year 

33 

21 

44 

16 

14 

38 

8 

Six  of  the  eight  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 
were  re-housed  by  the  Council.  In  1952  eleven  overcrowded 
families  were  allocated  Council  houses. 


SUB-STANDARD  PROPERTY : 

During  the  year  official  representations  were  made  in  respect 
.of  eighteen  unfit  dwellings. 
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Arising  out  of  this  four  Demolition  Orders  and  two  Closing 
Orders  were  made.  In  addition  Undertakings  not  to  relet 
for  purposes  of  human  habitation  were  accepted  from  owners 
of  six  properties. 


The  following  table  gives  details 

Demolition  Orders; 

Biglands  (house  occupied  by  Rae) 

Biglands  (house  occupied  by  Murphy) 

Lands  Brow  Top*  Westward 
Standingstone  Cottage*  Wigton 

Closing  Orders: 

15?  Now  Street *  Wigton.  (part  house 
East  End*  Oulton  (part  house 

Undertakings ; 

The  Toft 9  Aikton  (not  to  be  relet  for  human  habitation) 
Raby  Cottage*  Abbeytown(  -  ditto 

Polly  Cottages  (2)  Crofton(  -  ditto 

1*  Fisher  Lane*  Allonby 
2*  Fisher  Lane*  Allonby 

Carried  Forwards 


not  yet  demolished' 

-  ditto  - 

-  ditto  - 

(demolished  -  1953 


( empty) 
(  empty) 


Convert  to  Joiner*  s  shop 


Smithy  Cottage*  Mealsgate 
Ivy  Cottage*  Waverton 
Thimble  Hall*  Wigton 
High  Whinnow*  Tliursby 

Two  cottages  adjoining  Ash  Tree  Farm*  Newton  Arlosh 


1 

1 

1 

1 


4 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

18 


MEAT  INSPECTION ; 

Mr.  Blackburn  is  reporting  on  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
abattoir  during  1953. 


ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1947 : 


The  following  table  gives  results  of  samples  taken  during 
1953  as  compared  with  those  of  previous  years; - 


Grade  1  (Good) 

Grade  2  (Fair) 

Grade  3  (Poor) 

Grade  4  (Very  poor).. 


1949  1950  1,951 

4  24  33 

6  13  8 

9  8  2 

7  7  6 


1952  1953 

30  18 

1 1  2 

2  2 

1  1 


MILK  SUPPLY ; 

There  are  now  ten  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and 
distribution  of  milk*  one  less  than  last  year. 


Two  hundred  and  eighteen  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Path¬ 
ological  Laboratory  for  biological  examination*  all  of  which 
proved  negative. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS  g  1938  -  1950 . 

DEFENCE  ( SALE  OF _ FOOD)  REGULATIONS  9  1945: 

I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Nobbs,  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  County- 
Council  for  the  administration  of  these  Acts?  for  the  following 
report  on  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the 
year  1953s- 


MILK 

OTHER 

THAN  MILK 

TOTAL 

SAMPLES 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

116  • 

64 

4 

47 

i 

Schedule 

of  Articles 

Sampled 

Beans  -  Tinned 
Blanc  Mange  Powder 
Beef  Tea 
Biscuits 

Beetroot  -  Bottled 
Cornflour 
Dripping 
Fruit  Cake 
G-ravy  Browning 
Ice  Cream 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 
Malt  Vinegar 
Orange  Squash 
Potato  Crisps 
Peanut  Butter 
Pork  Galantine 


Plum  Pudding 
Rice  Toasties 
Sausage 
Sage  -  Dried 
Sal  Volatile 
Sponge  Mixture 
Suet  -  Shredded 
Sugar 

Sugar  Confectionery 
Saccharin  Tablets 
Syrup  of  Figs 
Soup 

Self  Raising  Flour 
T  ea 

Tomato  Ketchup 
Yeast  Tablets 


Unsatisfactory  Samples 

Three  of  the  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  were  slightly  below  the 
presumptive  standard  of  8.5%  in  solids  not  fat.  The  fourth  was 
certified  by  the  Analyst  to  contain  added  water  and  proceedings 
are  pending  against  the  vendor. 

A  sample  of  sponge  mixture  was  found  to  be  mite  infested.  This 
information  was  passed  on  to  the  Rural  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  as  a  result  the  shopkeeper’ s  stock  was  condemned. 


Observations 

In  the  year  ended  31st  December^  1952  there  were  three  prose¬ 
cutions  in  respect  of  ice  cream  deficient  in  fat  content. 
Samples  taken  during  the  current  year  show  that  the  standard  of 
ice  cream  is  entirely  satisfactory. 


-  15  - 


TUBERCULOSIS: 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  cases  notified  and  of 
the  deaths  during  19532- 


N  ew 

Cases 

Deaths 

Non* 

Non 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

Respiratory  Respiratory 

M 

F. 

M 

P. 

M. 

p. 

M. 

p. 

0-1  . . 

•  •  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

1-5  . . 

•  •  1 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  . . 

•  •  "■* 

- 

- 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

15-25  . . 

. .  1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

- 

25-35  .. 

. .  2 

2 

- 

- 

— 

1 

mm 

- 

35-45  .. 

. .  2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-55  .. 

..  2 

3 

0M» 

1 

mm 

- 

— 

55-65  .. 

. .  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

•  •  — 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

Totals: - 

9 

10 

2 

2 

- 

2 

mm 

- 

The  following 

table 

gives  the 

number 

of 

cases 

on 

the  ' 

Tuberculosis 

Register  at  t 

he  end 

of  1953 

0 

0 

Males 

s  Female 

C*  a 
>->  • 

Total: 

Pulmonary 

53 

53 

Non-Pu lmo na ry 

9 

14 

23 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

62 

~W~ 

129 

Below  is  a  table  giving 

the 

number  of  deaths 

from 

all 

forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

in  the 

area 

durin 

■e 

the 

last 

ten 

years: - 

Year: 

Pulmonary 

M.  P. 

Non-Pu  Imonary 

M  .  P  e 

Total 

1944 

•  • 

• 

0 

2 

5 

1 

mm 

8 

1945 

• « 

• 

0 

2 

5 

- 

- 

7 

1946 

« • 

0 

0 

6 

3 

mm 

2 

11 

1947 

•  • 

0 

0 

3 

3 

4 

1 

11 

1948 

0  e 

0 

© 

3 

6 

— 

2 

11 

1949 

e  • 

0 

© 

4 

5 

1 

- 

10 

1950 

0  • 

0 

© 

4 

5 

l 

mm 

10 

1951 

0  0 

0 

© 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

1952 

0  • 

0 

• 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

3 

1953 

•  0 

0 

0 

mm 

2 

— • 

mm 

2 
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At  the  end  of  1952  there  were  one  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  on 
the  Tuberculosis  Register;  23  cases  were  added  to  the  Register 
during  1953 *  5  cases  left  the  di strict ,  2  cases  were  removed  as 
having  recovered;  and  there  were  2  deaths*  leaving  a  total  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  One  of  the  cases  which  died  had  not  been  notified  previous 
to  death. 

The  death  rate  for  Tuberculosis  is  0.08  per  1,000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  0.20  per  1,000. 

There  were  only  two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  three  the  previous  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 

•MfetMMMMlRm  I  III  i  mi.  II  r  i  wioiwuwiiiBnwnnwitti, 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  (other 
than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year:- 


DISEASE 

■■■mi  wii.iri  rmi.n.nn  in  i  « 

Whoop-  Puer-  Polio- 

Scarlet  ing  Meas-  Pneu-  Eryeip-  peral  myelitis 
Fever  Gough  les  monia  elas  Pyrexia  P.  N.P. 


0-1 


5-15  ..  ..  8 

15-25  ..  ..  1 

25-45 

45-65  ••  • o  - 

65  and  upwards  . .  - 

Age  unknown  , „  1 


14 

48 

40 


1 


4 

84 

99 

2 

3 

1 


2 


3 

2 

5 

2 


mm 


3 

k 


2 

2 


1 

1 

1 


Total 

13 

103  193 

14 

7 

4 

3 

6 

Deaths  • • 

-  - 

7 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

WHOOPING  COUGH : 

One  hundred  and  three  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  as  com¬ 
pared  with  eighty  nine  in  the  previous  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER : 

Sixteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  as  compared  with 
twenty  two  the  previous  year. 

They  were  all  mild  cases  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

PNEUMONIA: 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  Pneumonia,  giving  a  death  rate  from 
this  disease  of  #29  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  ^ 81p . 
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DIPHTHERIA.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children 
irxrunisod  during  the  year  in  the  Wigton  Rural  District:  - 


Primary  Inoculation 


children  up  to  five  years  of  age- 
children  between  five  and  fifteen 


'207 

22 


Booster  -  or  reinforced  doses  given  to  children  who  have 

previously  been  immunised  207 


For  the  fifth  successive  year  there  has  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
in  the  area. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  notifications 
for  England  and  Wales  and  Wigton  district  since  19^4-5 2  — 


Year: 

England  & 

Wales 

Wigton 

District 

Deaths: 

Notif¬ 

ications: 

Deaths: 

Notif¬ 

ications: 

1945 

722 

13,596 

i 

10 

1946 

472 

11,986 

— 

21 

1947 

244 

5,609 

•M* 

1948 

156 

3,575 

- 

2 

1949 

84 

1,890 

- 

1950 

49 

962 

- 

- 

1951 

33 

664 

- 

1952 

31 

274  + 

- 

1953 

24 

+  9  months  only, 

x  Provisional 

240  x 

POLIO -MYELI T I S  (infantile  Paralysis) : 

There  were  nine  notifications  of  this  disease*  The  first  case 
was  notified  on  the  8th  August 9  1953#  It  occured  in  a  girl  of 
6  years  of  age  whose  home  was  at  Carlisle.  She  had  come  to 
Silloth  to  recuperate  after  having  tonsillectomy  done  at  Carlisle, 
A  fortnight  previously  her  younger  brother  had  his  tonsils  re¬ 
moved.  This  girl  was  seriously  ill9  and  was  a  case  of  Bulbar 
paralysis.  Fortunately  she  made  a  complete  recovery. 

At  the  time  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Polio-Myelitis  in  Carlisle 
City,  and  no  doubt  she  contracted  the  infection  in  Carlisle* 

The  second  case  was  notified  on  the  21st  August  and  concerned  an 
adult  male  aged  35  years.  He  was  from  the  Caldbeck  area  and  was 
a  non-paralytic  case.  He  made  a  complete  recovery.  It  was 

impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  in  this  case* 

The  third  case  was  notified  on  28th  August.  It  occured  in  an 
adult  male  aged  33  years  and  was  from  Port  Carlisle,  He  was  a 
paralytic  case.  The  paralysis  involved  the  neck  and  shoulder 
muscles.  He  made  a  complete  recovery.  There  is  no  doubt  where 
this  man  got  his  infection  as  he  actually  works  in  Carlisle, 
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The  fourth  case  was  notified  on  the  31st  August,  He  was  a  child 
18  months  old  and  was  a  case  of  Bulbar  paralysis.  12  days  before 
the  illness  was  diagnosed  he  had  been  in  Carlisle  for  abour  an 
hour.  His  parents  had  taken  him  to  have  a  haircut.  He  lives  on 
a  farm  at  Bowness-on-Solway.  This  farm  is  very  isolated  and  it 
was  the  only  time  he  had  been  away  from  home  for  several  weeks. 

The  fifth  case  was  notified  on  the  1st  September.  He  was  a  boy 
aged  15i  years  from  Caldbeck.  There  was  no  paralysis  in  this 
case  and  he  made  a  satisfactory  recovery* 

The  6th  case  was  notified  on  the  24th  September  and  concerned  a 
bey  aged  six  years,  from  the  Wigton  area.  There  was  no  paralysis 
in  this  case.  He  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 

The  7th  case  was  notified  on  the  5th  October.  He  was  an  adult 
maie  from  Sebergham.  There  w as  no  paralysis  in  this  case  and  he 
recovered  satisfactorily. 

The  8th  case  was  notified  on  the  20th’ November  and  concerned  a  male 
chili  of  two  and  a  half  years  of  age  from  Bowness-on-Solway*  There 
was  no  paralysis  in  this  case,  and  he  made  a  satisfactory  recovery. 

The  ninth  case  was  notified  on  the  13th  October  and  concerned  a 

male  child  of  three  and  a  half  years  from  Kirkbride,  There  was 

no  paralysis  in  this  case  and  he  left  hospital  fully  recovered. 

* 

There  was  a  tenth  case  but  it  does  not  enter  into  the  official 
records*  A  young  woman  aged  19  years  went  from  the  Aspatria 
area  to  a  Teachers*  Training  College  at  Liverpool  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1953*  She  became  ill  at  the  Training  College  on  the 
21st  September  and  was  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  22nd, 
and  died  on  the  25th  September*  It  was  a  case  of  Bulbar 
paralysis * 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  she  had  spent  a  day  shopping  in 
Carlisle  on  the  8th  September*  This  is  probably  when  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  infection*  This  death  would  be  recorded  in  the 
Liverpool  stat is tics* 

An  expert  Committee  on  Polio-myelitis  was  set  up  in  1953  by  the 
World  Health  Organisation.  I  quote  now  from  the  Committee1 s 
report:- 

t?The  accumulated  laboratory  and  epidemiological  evidence 
indicates  that  poliomyelitis  is  a  highly  infectious  disease 
spread  by  intimate  association  with  infected  persons*  It  is 
probable  that  the  virus  is  actually  transferred  directly  or 
indirectly  by  means  of  pharyngeal  excretions  and  faecal  matter. 

The  standard  methods  of  control  as  applied  by  health 
officers  with  many  infectious  diseases  have  been  found  to  be 
of  little  avail  in  poliomyelitis#  Part  of  the  reason  for  the 
apparent  failure  of  isolation  and  quarantine  measures  to  check 
the  spread  of  infection  may  lie  'in  the  fact  that  for  every  case 
of  paralysis  there  may  be  a  large  number  of -persons  with  mild 
or  inapparent  infection. 


However ,  virus  studies  have  shown  that,  during  epidemic 
periods,  virus  is  found  mainly  in  the  intimate  associates 
of  the  case.  It  appears  possible,  therefore,  that  some 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis  might  be 
achieved  by  vigorous  quarantine  and  hygiene  measures 
directed  at  the  first  recognized  case. 

Because  of  prolonged  excretion  of  virus  in  the  stools, 
it  is  probably  advisable  that  patients  should  be  isolated, 
if  necessary  at  home,  but  it  is  difficult  to  make  a  firm 
recommendation  as  to  the  length  of  time  because  it  is  not 
known  when  the  individual  case  becomes  free  from  infection. 

There  would  appear  to  be  much  to  commend  the  practice  in 
some  countries  of  isolating  cases  and  quarantining  contacts 
for  three  weeks.  Under  conditions  where  virus  may  spread 
rapidly,  such  as  nursery  schools  and  residential  nurseries, 
it  may  be  desirable  to  exclude  convalescent  poliomyelitis 
cases  for  several  weeks/1 

It  is  now  known  that  during  the  first  10  to  14  days  after  onset 
practically  every  patient  excretes  virus  in  the  stool  and  the 
virus  has  been  recovered  from  the  stool  as  long  as  three  weeks 
before  the  onset  of  symptoms. 

I  cannot  help  but  think  that  greater  care  in  personal  hygiene 
could  be  a  factor  in  preventing  the  spread  of  this  disease. 
Children  especially  should  be  taught  to  wash  their  hands 
immediately  after  visiting  the  toilet.  Adequate  facilities  for 
hand-washing  should  be  provided  in  every  school  and  school  canteen, 
and  waterborne  sanitation  should  be  installed  in  the  schools  which 
have  not  already  been  provided  with  this. 

INFLUENZA. 


There  were  five  deaths  recorded  from  this  disease,  giving  a  death 
rate  of  .21  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  higher  than 
the  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales,  which  is  #16  per  thousand 
population. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  FOR  1953 : 

Cause 


M.  F*  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  , , 

•  • 

- 

2 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis*  other  # # 

•  • 

— 

— 

- 

3  © 

Syphilitic  disease  ## 

•  # 

1 

- 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  #0  ## 

• . 

- 

— 

mm 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  d  # 

•  0 

«** 

mm 

- 

6# 

Meningococcal  infections  #0 

•  • 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ## 

0  • 

mm 

- 

8. 

Measles 

•  • 

mm 

- 

mm 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

mm 

mm 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm*  stomach  •• 

«  • 

7 

2 

9 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm*  lung*  bronchus 

O  . 

2 

mm 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm*  breast  •• 

•  • 

- 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm*  uterus  .. 

©  . 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

»  . 

9 

13 

22 

15. 

Leukaemia*  Aleukaemia  *• 

•  * 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

u x  ab  eoes  » •  .. 

•  • 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

18 

41 

18. 

Coronary  disease*  angina  *• 

•  • 

25 

10 

35 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

•  . 

5 

o 

c. 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  •  » 

•  • 

38 

52 

90 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  •* 

•  • 

1 

8 

9 

22. 

Influenza  •  •  . . 

3 

2 

5 

23. 

Pneumonia  • .  •  * 

•  • 

5 

2 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis  »•  »• 

•  • 

5 

5 

10 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

•  • 

CM* 

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis*  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

.  . 

- 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  •• 

•  • 

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  «• 

•  • 

2 

- 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy*  childbirth*  abortion 

•  • 

- 

mm 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  .. 

•  • 

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

17 

29 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  «• 

•  • 

2 

1 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents  «. 

•  • 

8 

1 

9 

35. 

Suicide  •• 

•  J 

1 

mm 

1 

36  • 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  • 

mm 

— 

— 

All  causes 

155 

148 

303 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  19-37  &  1948 
Part  I  of  the  Act 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)? 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1  9  2  9  3?  4? 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

31 

33 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority,. 

92 

13 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers9  premises ) 

Totals 

123 

46 

5 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND? 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 


Found 


Reme¬ 

died 


Referred 


To  H.M. 
Inspector 


By  H.M. 
Inspector 


Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.1 

Overcrowding  (S.2 
Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventil¬ 
ation  (s.4) 
Ineffective  drainage 
of  f loors(S.6) 
Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 
insufficient 
unsuitable  or 
defective 
not  separate 
for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to' 
Out -work) 


a 

b 


(c) 


•  • 


Totals 


3 


1 


6 


1 

1 


2 

2 

1 


5 
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PORT  OP  SILLOTH. 


I  wish  to  thank  Mr,  A# ‘Dodge,  H.M.  Customs  &  Excise  Officer,  for 
the  following  particulars: ~ 

STATEMENT  OP  TRADE  POR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Prom: 

No*  of 
Ships: 

Remarks: 

Arrivals  with  cat-go 
from  foreign’  -ports.- 

28 

Potash,  Pyrites,  Timber,  Ingot 
Moulds,  Basic  Slag  and  G-rain 
from  Europe.  Phosphates  from 

North  Africa. 

Arrivals 

Republic 

from  The 
of  Ireland 

12 

To  load  coal  for  the  Republic 
of  Ireland, 

Arrivals 
Ports  in 

from  British 
Ballast . 

34 

To  load  coal  for  the  Republic 
of  Ireland,  Ingot  Moulds  for 
Holland  and  flour  for  Northern 
Ireland. 

Arrivals  from  British 
Ports  with  cargo 

95 

Phosphates  and  grain  from 
Liverpool  and  G-overnment  stores. 

TOTAL 

169 

The  total  number  of  arrivals  shows  a  reduction  as  compared 
with  1952?  but  this  is  entirely  confined  to  coastwise  traffic, 
as  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  variety  and 
number  of  cargoes  from  foreign  ports. 

(Sgd.)  A.  DODGE. 

Customs  &  Excise© 
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REPORT 


on  the 

Work  Carried  Out 


by  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors 


During  the  Year 


To  Dr.  I  .S  .Jones  , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir , 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1953.  At 
the  time  of  writing  Mr.  Farrington  had  left  the  service  of  the 
Council  and  Mr.  Pearson  is  about  to  leave,  both  having  accepted 
other  appointments  in  the  local  government  service. 

A  great  deal  of  the  information  reflected  in  the  statistical 
tables  of  my  Report  was  the  work  of  these  two  officers  and  I 
should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  with 
gratitude  their  services  during  the  past  years  and  wishing  them 
well  in  their  new  appointments. 

SEWERAGE : 

Allonby;  Extensive  scraping  and  flushing  of  the  Allonby  sewers 
was  carried  out  by  the  mobile  squad.  The  lines  of  sewers  in 
this  village  are  laid  to  a  slack  gradient  and  silting  is  common. 
This  condition  is  aggravated  by  blown  sand  which  finds  its  way 
into  the  sewers  by  way  of  t he  domestic  drainage  systems. 

Silloth;  A  collapsed  manhole  at  Greenrow,  on  the  off-site 
sewer  serving  The  Crofts  Estate,  has  occasioned  a  great  deal 
of  attention  involving  regular  overtime  payments. 

Sewage  from  this  nev/  estate  is  pumped  twice  daily  into 
another  line  of  sewer  in  order  to  by-pass  the  affected 
section. 

Port  Carlisle;  Relaying  of  the  storm  damaged  outfall  sewer 
was  carried  out  here. 

Coast  erosion  in  this  vicinity  is  already  threatening  to 
expose  the  cast  iron  pipe  in  the  sea  bank. 


HOUSINGS 

Slum  clearance  has  not  yet  been  seriously  resumed,  although 
a  Ministry  circular  advocating  preparation  for  a  resumption 
has  been  received  and  must  be  implemented. 

During  the  year  under  review  eighteen  houses  were  condemned. 
These  cases  came  to  light  in  connection  with  applications 
for  re -housing. 

A  slum  house  belonging  to  the  Council  and  situated  at  The 
Barracks,  Abbey  town  was  demolished  and  another  closed, 
following  re-housing  of  the  occupants  on  the  new  estate 
in  that  village.  A  further  sub -standard  house  in  the  same 
ownership  remains  here  but  the  tenant,  an  elderly  widow,  is 
anxious  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  occupation  during  her  day. 
It  would  appear  to  be  a  matter  of  expediency  that  her  wish 
should  be  respected. 
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The  converted  hutments  at  Pennine  View  are  still  fulfilling 
a  useful  purpose  as  temporary  dwellings *  although  they  leave 
much  to  be  desired*  Dampness  is  the  principal  cause  of 
complaint • 

The  small  rent  charged  for  this  accommodation  is  an 
attraction  to  some*  and  there  is  still  a  short  waiting 
list  of  applicants. 

Prior  to  the  last  war  a  County  Court  case  was  taken  on 
appeal  in  respect  of  a  Demolition  Order  served  by  the 
Council  on  the  owner  of  a  dwellinghouse *  No.  4?  Queen  Street* 
Aspatria. 

The  Council  were  obdurate  in  their  submission  that  the 
measures  proposed  by  the  owner  to  combat  serious  dampness 
were  inadequate* 

The  Court  decision  was  given  in  favour  of  the  owner  and  the 
Demolition  Order  was  quashed* 

Subsequently  the  owner  carried  out  his  scheme  of  extensive 
recondit ioning. 

Several  tenants  have  been  in  occupation  since*  and  each  has 
complained  bitterly  about  the  dampness* 

During  the  past  3/ear  further  remedial  measures  had  to  be 
carried  out  at  my  instigation. 

It  would  seem  the  Council  were  not  so  very  far  wrong  in  their 
assessment  of  the  position  regarding  the  dampness  after  all. 

Only  five  formal  applications  for  improvement  grants  were 
received  during  the  year.  However  since  the  issue  of 
Circular  36/54  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government 
making  certain  relaxations  in  the  prescribed  conditions 
governing  grants*  in  which  the  Minister  requested  local 
authorities  to  give  publicity  to  the  subject*  greater  interest 
has  been  shown. 

Actually  a  considerable  amount  of  work  is  involved  in  dealing 
with  enquiries  about  grants*  as  a  good  many  cases  have  been 
handled  informally*  involving  inspections  and  interviews* 
although  formal  applications  did  not  result.  There  is  still 
a  feeling  abroad  that  these  grants  are  applicable  to  works 
of  ordinary  repair  and  some  of  the  cases  investigated  proved 
to  be  in  respect  of  properties  which  could  not  conform  to 
the  prescribed  conditions  of  the  Act. 

Many  more  enquiries  are  coming  in  and  no  doubt  the  position 
next  year  will  be  more  favourable. 


CEMETERY : 

Your  Silloth  foreman  laid  the  tarmacadam  paths  at  the 
extension  to  the  cemetery  at  Causewayhead. 
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This  job  reflects  credit  on  Mr,  Groves*  as  in  fact  does  all 
his  work.  He  works  away  quietly  and  unobstrusively  at 
Silloth*  much  of  his  work  unseen  and  little  known,  but  he  is 
a  splendid  working  foreman  and  saves  the  Council  a  great  deal 
in  the  way  of  expense. 


FOOD  HYGIENE; 

Two  incidents  occurred  during  the  year  which  touch  on  this 
subject. 

A  complaint  of  rat  droppings  in  a  sliced  and  wrapped  loaf 
of  bread  was  invest igated.  The  source  of  the  loaf  proved 

to  be  a  bakery  on  Tyneside. 

On  analysis  the  foreign  bodies  were  found  to  be  not  faecal* 
the  blackened  material  being  characteristic  of  hard  and 
partially  cooked  dirty  dough. 

Investigations  at  the  bakery  revealed  that  the  dough  loaves 
are  dried  by  air  instead  of  being  flour  dusted.  The  air  is 
blown  through  air  ducts  where  occasionally  dust  from  the 
steam  charged  atmosphere  accumulates  and  drops  ontb  the 
loaves  unnoticed. 


As  a  result  of  this  investigation  arrangements  we re  made 
for  the  use  of  filter  pads  or  fine  mesh  gauze  in  the  ducts. 


The  person  raising  the  matter  is  still  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  her  supposition  is  correct*  although  she  was 
grateful  for  the  detailed  investigat ion  which  followed  her 
complaint , 

The  other  incident  involved  a  nail  in  a  loaf  of  fruit  bread. 

The  source  of  the  loaf  in  this  case  involved  a  local  bakery. 
It  appears  the  nail  got  mixed  with  the  fruit  when  the  lid 
was  prised  off  a  fresh  box  of  currants. 
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T  A  B  L  E  ONE 


;e 


MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  STATISTICS  TABLE 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year?- 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwell in ghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  .  ,  ,  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2) (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations 9  1925  and  1932  ... 

(b)  Number  o.f  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation... 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation... 


167 

280 


18 


138 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  Notices  °~ 


Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 


99 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers,  during  the  years - 

(1)  Proceedings  under  sections  9?  10  and  16 

of  the  Housing  Act5  1  936  s- 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(  i )  By  owners  ...  ...  ... 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  s- 

( a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  ;~ 

(  i )  By  owners  ...  ...  ... 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 
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(3)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936s- 

(a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  4 

(b)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  per- 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  1 

(c)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  accepted  by  the  Council  6 

(4)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act ,  1936:- 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ... 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(l)(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  t herein  ...  29 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  163 

(2)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  13 

(3) (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  8 

(b)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  55 
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T  A  B  L  E  T  W  0 


SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AID 


VIS 


ITS 


Housing  Act,  1936,  Inspections 
Housing  Act,  1949/52  Inspections 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Inspections 
Housing  defects  .  .. 

Otherwise 

Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Inspections 
Pood  Preparation  Rooms  ... 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

Dairies  ...  ... 

Pood  Shops  ...  ... 

Markets  ...  ... 

Public  Abbatoir  ... 

Unsound  food  in  Shops  ... 

Knackers  Yards  ... 


Registration  of  Premises 
Council  Property 
Council  Houses  for  Repair 
Sewerage  Schemes  ... 

Sewers  and  drains  examined  and/or 
Factories  ...  ... 

Building  Byelaws 
Work  in  progress 
New  houses  inspected 
Town  &  Country  Planning 
New  Housing  Sites  not  developed 
H ou s i ng  App 1 i c  a t i on  s  in v e s  t i gat ed 
Refuse  Tips  ...  ... 

Rodent  Control  ...  ... 

Camping  Sites  ...  ... 

o  c  no  ols  ...  ... 

Public  Conveniences  . . . 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 
Shops  Act,  1934 
Petroleum  Regulations 
Street  Lighting ...  ... 


» 


tes 


ed 


♦ 

* 


6 

t 


132 

310 


47 

52 
17 
15 
63 

373 

53 
3 
6 


160 

77 

442 


629 


187 
290 
222 
40  6 
56 
1 ,084 
325 
594 
147 
49 
740 

45 

49 

11 

14 

43 


9 

3 
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TABLE 


THREE 


WORK  CARRIED  OUT 


ANT)  I MPR  OVEMENTS 


EFFECTED 


Conversions  to  water  carriage  system...  ...  60 

By  way  of  septic  tanks  ...  ...  ...  46 

Connections  to  Council’s  sewers  ...  ...  14 

Minor  Structural  alterations  and  improvements  to 

Council  houses...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Major  Structural  alterations  and  improvements  to 

Private  property  ...  ...  ...  22 


Additional  houses  constructed  ...  ...  133 

Etnriely  new  construction  -  private  enterprise  18 

Entirely  new  construction  -  local  authority  112 

Conversions  from  other  buildings  ~  private  enterprise  3 


Major  structural  repairs  and  improvements  to  other  premises  18 


To  business  premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

To  factory  premises  ...  ...  ...  6 

To  public  buildings  ...  ...  ...  6 

To  school  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Washbasins  and  sinks  provided  ...  ...  61 

Water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  88 

New  ranges  and  grates  provided  ...  ...  45 

Hot  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  43 

Ashbins  provided. . .  ...  . . .  ...  2 

Electricity  installations  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  drains  lai  d  . . .  ...  ...  ...  96 

New  byres  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 6 

New  dairies  built  ...  ...  ...  6 

Existing  byres  and  dairies  renovated. . .  ...  10 

Barns*  etc.  erected  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  garages  built  ...  ...  ...  17 

Private  petrol  pumps  installed  ...  ...  2 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  at  public  buildings  4 
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T  A  B  L  E 


_ _  FOUR 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 

IT  Him—  ounni  m»Lj  inn— —M— >M  »1.  !■'— M 


Statutory : 


Served;  Complied 
-  with* 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 


1 


1 


Informal: 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Housing  Act,  1936  ... 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938 
Factories  Act,  1937 
Petroleum  Regulations 

Totals: - 


121  98 


33 

6 

5 


25 

3 

3 


2  2 


167  131 

i—  m»n  ■  n 
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table  f i v e 


SYNOPSIS  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  aT  THE  PUBLIC  ABBATOIR 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows : 

Cows  : 

Calves: 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs: 

Pigs: 

Number  killed 

438 

428 

251 

3409 

598 

Number  inspected 

438 

428 

251 

3409 

598 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  Carcases 

Condemned 

13 

17 

79 

1 27 

1 6 

Percentage 

3.0 

4.0 

31 .4 

3.7 

2.8 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

148 

130 

1  1 

259 

41 

Percentage 

33.8 

30 . 4 

4.4 

7.6 

6 . 9 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  Carcases 
condemned 

3 

7 

2 

Percentage  . . 

0.7 

1  .6 

— 

— 

0.3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

36 

59 

rmm 

... 

21 

Percentage 

8.2 

13.8 

— 

- 

3.5 

TABLE  SIX 


SHOWING-  THE  PRINCIPAL  GROUNDS 

of  cond: 

SMNATION 

AT 

THE  ABATTOIR 

Bovine 

lbs. 

Calves 

lbs. 

Sheep 

lbs . 

Pigs 

lbs . 

Actinomycosis 

30 

Anaemia  . .  , * 

.. 

— 

Abscesses 

174 

24 

95 

70 

Angiomata 

825 

— 

8 

— 

Arthritis 

82 

— 

134 

18 

Bruising .  . 

2193 

16 

214 

123 

Cirrhosis 

2856 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticeraus  Bovis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Decomposition 

43 

— 

31 

— 

Difficult  Parturition 

205 

— 

Emaciation 

5182 

— 

1342 

332 

Fevered  Condition 

2086 

197 

1081 

405 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

- 

197 

1522 

- 

Injury  . . 

2584 

57 

193 

359 

Johnes  Disease 

810 

— 

mmm 

— 

Liver  Abscesses  . . 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Malnutrition 

— 

2253 

14 

62 

Medicine  Taint 

575 

— 

— 

Moribund.. 

939 

— 

Oedema 

460 

846 

686 

157 

Parasitic 

— 

10 

460 

— 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

- 

21 

764 

106 

Putrefaction 

■taw 

— 

389 

-- 

Pyaemia  . . 

— 

180 

— 

~ 

Septicaemia 

1407 

— 

316 

- 

Septic  Mastitis  .. 

148 

— 

— 

44 

Septic  Metritis  .. 

— 

~ 

- 

— 

Tuberculosis 

5850 

— 

— 

684 

Totals* ~ 

25510 

3801 

8196 

2360 
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TABLE 


SEVEN 


PARTICULARS  OP  FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN 

CONSUMPTION  AT  PLACES  OTHER  THAN  THE  PUBLIC  ABBATOIR 


Beef 

Mutton 

Lamb 

Pork 

Ham 

Bacon 

Canned  Meat 
"  Milk 

"  Vegetables 

"  Pish 

n  Fruit 

"  Soup 

11  Cereals 


Cheese 

Wet  Pish  .  .  . 
Xmas  Pudding 
Marzipan 


Sponge  and  Pudding  Mixtures 
Bottled  Vegetables 
Butter 
Eggs 


•  •  • 


lbs 

if 

it 

«t 

it 

i? 

ii 

it 

u 

ii 

if 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

?t 

it 

it 

doz. 
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TABLE  EIGHT 


PARTICULARS  OF  PLANS  FORMALLY  SUBMITTED 

— ~ ■■  ■  ■■  ■  ■  1  ^ p- — — , Mr r—  —  im,  -«t^  M  ,  r  n  iwim  i  ■iai  11  '■■■n  n  i  ■mmi.i  i  »■  r  —  - —  —  -r  —  r  ■,  — 


Approved; 


New  dwell inghouses  .  ..  ... 

Additions  and  alterations  to  dwellinghouses 
Buildings  converted  to  dwellinghouses  . . . 
Sites  for  new  dwellinghouses 
Conversion  of  one  house  into  two 
Conversion  of  stables  to  surgery 
Garages  and  outbuildings  ... 

Temporary  holiday  bungalows  and  caravans 
New  cowsheds  and  dairy  buildings 
Conversion  of  farm  buildings  to  cow  sheds 
Dutch  Barns 
Storage  Sheds 

Additions  and  alterations  to  Schools 


... 


... 


... 


.  . 


... 


... 


.  . 


... 


... 


t? 

tf 

tt 

tf 


tt 

tt 

tt 

ft 


tt 

ft 

tt 

ft 


tf 

tt 


Factories . . . 
Licensed  premises 

ft  Q> 
ft 


Shops 

Public  buildings 
boxes ,  bull  pens  and 


•  •  t 


•  «  • 


•  •  • 


•  O  • 


tea  room 


•  • 


•  • 


•  9 


•  • 


•  C 


Poultry  sheds,  loose 
piggeries 

Overhead  Electricity  Supply  Lines 
Sewage  disposal  works 
Construction  of  bridge 
Formation  of  access 
Winning  of  sand  and  gravel 
Use  of  part  dwell inghouse  as 
Workmen 9 s  Mess room 
Erection  of  sports  pavilion 
Extension  to  bowling  pavilion 
Use  of  hut  as  snack  bar 
Petrol  pumps  and  tanks 
Children9  s  playground 
Refuse  Tip 
Auction  Ring 

Use  of  dwelling  accommodation  for 
keeping  and  storage  . . . 

Use  of  dwellinghouses  as  joiner9  s 
Use  of  dwelling  accommodation  as  sanitary 
accommodat ion 


•  • 


•  « 


•  • 


poultry 

.  . 

shop . . 


•  •  • 


•  • 


22 

26 

1 

9 

2 

1 

22 

5 

28 

6 

5 

9 

5 

8 

2 

2 

2 

1 1 
23 
1 
1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Rej ected;  Change'  of  use  of  one  room  from  domestic 

purposes  to  use  as  shop  ...  1 

Siting  of  dwellinghouses  ...  4 

New  garage  ...  ...  ... 

Winning  of  sand  and  gravel  ...  ...  1 

Formation  of  access  ...  ... 


_  J)  mm 


TABLE  NINE 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  SHOWING  WEIGHT  OF  WASTE 


PAPER 

SALVAGED 

Years 

* 

Tons 

Cwts . 

1942 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

158 

10 

1943 

•  •  . 

131 

12 

1944 

•  •  • 

•  t  • 

131 

17 

1945 

«  •  • 

... 

80 

3 

1946 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

104 

6 

1 947 

... 

•  •  • 

77 

7 

1948 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

105 

3 

1949 

•  .  • 

... 

117 

13 

1950 

•  *  « 

•  •  • 

91 

10 

1951 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

102 

14 

1952 

... 

•  •  • 

71 

9 

1953 

•  t  • 

#  •  • 

42 

6 

Total:  - 

•  •  • 

1 ,214 

10 

I  am*  Sir* 

Your  obedient  Servant 


ROBT.  C.  BLACKBURN 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Sanitary  Surveyor. 


